A Short History of American Fascism
from the Ku Klux Klan to the Age of Trump

Prof. John Donoghue



The “F” Word, American History, and the MAGA Moment; or, How I Relaxed
and Learned to Love the F-Bomb

Fascism: an ultra-nationalist form of authoritarian politics that seeks the regeneration of “the volk” (“We the
People”) by attacking the groups and ideas that have “corrupted” the culture, “betrayed” the nation, and
“poisoned the blood of the people.” Fascists rely on DEHUMANIZING their enemies, historical falsification,
political violence, and cults of personality to mobilize mass movements in the name of restoring NATIONAL
greatness and expanding IMPERIAL dominion.

» Conspiratorial thinking dominates the fascist world view.

» Fascists believe that “enemies of the people” have conspired to replace “the volk” (the people) and
destroy the great civilization, born in iInnocence, that they -and their ancestors- had built by virtue of their
moral and racial superiority.

Fascists seek regeneration of “the volk” through dehumanizing and then eliminating the “enemies of the
people.”

Fascism can be a politics of culture, a political movement, and/or a political party that often galvanizes around
a charismatic leader.

*Widespread reluctance to dropping “F-bombs” on Trump and the MAGA movement. But America has a
long history of white Christian nationalism (WCN) that has now consolidated nto full-blown fascism.

*Since the 1920s, WCN has produced two large-scale, nationwide political movements -the Ku Klux Klan
{ca. 1915-1930} and the MA GA movement (2015-present). Only the MAGA movement has produced (or
captured) a political party and rallied around a “chanismatic” leader, Donald Trum



Manifest Destiny and the Empire of Liberty

American fascists Wh ITe wash the past to create

false historical narratives of national innocence and
purity



Manifest Destiny / American Exceptionalism / white Christian nationalism

“I've always believed that this land was placed here between the two great oceans by some
divine plan. That it was placed here to be found by a kind of people - people who had
a love for freedom... we built a new of human called an American - a proud,
an independent., and a most compassionate individual...”

-Ronald Reagan, 1980 Presidential debate



American Imperialism and the Violence of Abstraction -

CANADA

Challenge: name the war(s) behind each territorial acquisition



olonial and National Expansion, ca.

Slavery and the Plantation Complex
Fante, Ashanti, Wolof, Igbo, Cru, Mendi, Congolese, Angolan, Yoruba, Mandiko

indigenous genocide on the frontier / room for the plantation system to expand / mass trade and enslavement of Africans /
genocdde and slavery provided key foundations for the development of American capitalism.

American Revolution.....209% slave population in the south
Civil War: 45% slave population in the south
Domestic slave trade, 1808-1860: 1 million slaves sold from the upper south to the Cotton Kingdom i the deep South



Indian Revolts before the Civil War

*King Philip’s War (New England, 1675-1676)

*Bacon’s Rebellion (Chesapeake, 1675-1676)

*Tuscarora, Cherokee, Yamasee wars (Carolina backcountry and low country, ca. 1700-1760s)
*Pontiac’s Rebellion (Great Lakes, Ohio Country, Ohio Valley, 1762-1763)

*Shawnee Wars (Ohio Valley, 1768-1774)

*Northwest Indian Wars (Ohio Valley, Ohio Country, Great Lakes, 1785-1794)

*Tecumseh’s Revolt (Ohio Country, Great Lakes, Mississippi Valley, 1811-1814)

*Creek (or Red Stick) Wars, (Mississippi Valley, modern Alabama, Georgia, Florida, 1811-1819)
*Black Hawk War (lllinois, 1835)

*Seminole Wars (Florida, 1810-1858)



Slave Revolts

*Bacon’s Rebellion (VA, 1676)

*Jamaican Maroons (1655-1739)

*New York City (1712)

*Stono River (near Charleston, 1739)
*New York City (1741)

“Tacky’s Revolt (Jamaica, 1760)

*slaves escape to fight with British during
*American Revolution (1774-1783)
*Haittan Revolution, 1792-1803)
*Gabriel’s Revolt (VA, 1800-1801)

*New Orleans (German Coast, 1811)
*Vesey’s Plot (Charleston, 1820)

*Nat Turner’s Revolt (VA, 1831)
*Madison Co, Alabama Plot (1835)
*Underground Railroad conspiracy (1820s-1860)
*Natchez plot (MS, 1858)

“John Brown and the Secret 6 (VA, 1859)



Massacre of the Whites by thy Indians and Blacks in Florida.




US Imperial Wars, ca. 1780-1941

Northwest Indian War Sioux wars border war w/ Mex. revs
Seminole Wars Cheyenne wars

Creek (Red Stick Wars) California Indian wars

Tecumseh's War Navaho wars

War of 1812 conquest of Cuba

Blackhawk War conquest of Philipines

Texas war occupation of DR and Haiti

Mexican War many Latin Americn intervensions



American Manifest Destiny and Nazi “Lebensraum”
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*Einsatsgruppen implementing the
“Final Solutton” i Russia, 1942

*Massacre of the Lakota Sioux at
Wounded Knee (South Dakota, 1890)

“EJ Tumer, Frontier Thesis (1893) F. Razel, Hitler advisor: sees US as

model landed empire achieved through
genocide of racial degenerates; master
race needs hving space (lebensraum);
Aryan conquest and colonization of
slavic Central Eastern Europe

*Sec of Defense Hegsgeth -keeps
Medals of Honor for vets of wounded
knee and praises America’s “glorious
Confederate hertage”



Nativism / White supremacy
complements at home what the work of imperialism abroad

The Great Replacement (or white genocide) conspiratorial world view formed in
the colonial period, providing an 1deological touchstone of white Christian supremacy and
later, after the Revolution and the establishment of the Umited States, white Christian
nationalism.

» The Great Replacement worldview breeds paranoia and fosters
hypervigilance against the enemies of white Christian civilization

» The violent imperatives of settler colonialism manufactured these enemies.
To establish dominion for Christian civilization and avoid their own
impoverishment, subjection and annihilation, whites subjected Native
Americans to genocide and African Americans to enslavement.

» Whites saw black and Indian resistance to settler colomalism as a plot, or a
conspiracy against Christians and Christian civilization.



“ m the gjegjofe does not mean them (black people).” - Georgia Senator’s response to an abolitionist petition
to Congress (1790):

By the mid-19" Century, a new “enemy of the people” -a triple threat in its own right, had joined Indians and
African Americans as a lethal enemy of “we the people” -Irish (racialized savage) Catholic (enemies of Christianity
(Protestantism and democracy) immigrants (foreign born).

PUCK’S GALLERY OF CELEBRITIES.
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Epochs of White Christian Nationalism

I. "“Negro Rule” by “Bayonet Rule”
Reconstruction (1865-1876)

*Confederate veterans found the Ku Klax Klan, a paramilitary terrorist organization to
prevent blacks from voting, holding office, keeping guns, owning property, and
operating business -to win one of the Confederacy’s two goals -preserve white
supremacy and thus Christian civilization

“T'he Klan, and successor groups like the Knights of the White Camelia, the White
Shirts, the Red Shirts, and hundreds of local “rifle clubs” commuit mass atrocities and
pogroms at Memphis (1866), New Orleans (1866, 1868), Red River, LA (1870),
Colfax, LA (1872), Vicksburg, MS (1874), Clinton, MS (1875), Hamburg, SC (1875)






Epochs of White Christian Nationalism

2. Jim Crow (1876-1965)
segregation, discrimmation, political repression, economic
subjugation through state legislation and paramilitary /
msurgent force / coups /lynch mobs / pogroms
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“Birth of a Nafion” (1915)-the new 20™ C KKK and
the consolidation of the NATION's first fascist
movement



The Klan 2.0 had chapters 1n all 48 states and counted 6 million members by 1923, with 200K
splitting off to establish the WKKK. The second Klan was a thoroughly modern orgamzation,
run like a corporation with an executive othice, marketing department and a sales force paid on
commission. The Klan was born of modern mass media (pulp fiction, cinema), published a
national newspaper, owned and operated its own radio station (with the 5 largest range in the
nation), used cars and trains for mass mobilization across large distances, managed baseball
leagues, held fairs and festivals, and donated to churches and charities. The Klan succeeded
because 1t mastered modern methods to mobilize white Christian nationalists so that, according
to precedent, they could flourish through more primitive and barbaric means.



Klan Reborn (1915-1926) / Incorporates White Women

the group reincorporates in 1915 to become a Southern to a national organization that spawned
an mdependent women’s KKK. Both male and female Klans endorsed an “America First” /
“1009 Americanism” agenda. to save white Christian nationalism from blacks, immigrants,
Mexicans, Chmese, Japanese, Jews, Catholics, Itahans, Greeks, Russians, all Slavs, labor
unions, socialists, Boslheviks, anarchists, intellectuals, jazz, Hollywood, and American City life




Klan Kulture s
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The KU KLUX ELAN BASE BAL CLUB of

Bangor, do hereby challenge the * Katahdin” Base
Ball Clab of Hampden, to plg{ a matob game of
Base Ball, on the grounds of the said Hampden
Club, on WEDNESDAY, May 27th, at 1 o’clock
P.M. Per Order. may 25 Bea'y.

JOHN F. GODFREY,

KU KLUK KLAN
PICNIC

UNDER AUSPICES OF WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION

SUNDAY, AUG. 17, 1924

on State Highway No. 4, near site of Weddleville School

Public Invited

Picnic to begin with a basket dinner at 12:00 noon
and lasts until 5:30 o'clock.

Good Speakers Good Music

KU KLUX KLAN MEMBERS ASSEMBLE by the hundreds in an auditorium, possibly in Portland,
Oregon, in the early 1920s. When Edna Cummins joined the Newberg Women's Klan in 1923 or
early 1924, state and local men’s and women's Klans had reached their social and political apex.
During the period of her trial and its aftermath they were losing power and influence in Oregon.
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The Fiery Cross, Christian Terrorism, and White Nationalism




Klan fascism msttutionalized msurrection as a means to expand its
membership and increase its political power at local, state, and national levels
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FELIX HARCOURT

KLUX

AMERICA AND

THE KLANIN
THE 1920S




MAGA leaders quote, salute, and dress like Nazis. In the case of
the influence Nick Fuentes, they have also denied the Holocaust.
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Elon Musk Stephen Miler Greg Bovino Pete Hegsgeth Nick Fuentes
DOGE Directory Senior Advisor for ICE Commander Secretary of Defense Groyper
President Trump

*The past becomes prelude only with our acquiescence*




The Election of 2020: Back to the conspiratorial future
of American Fascism

WAS 2020 A CLOSE ELECTION?
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Electoral College Votes....need 270/ 538 to win
Results in 2020....Biden 306 / Trump 232



Table with 6 columns and 9 rows. Sorted descending by column "Total Mentions"

PREELE POSTELEC

TOTAL CTION TION

MENTIO MENTIO MENTION BLACK SHARE OF

CITY STATE NS NS S POPULATION
Detroit Michiga 14.3 0.8 13.5
Philadelphia  [RGEERAL 6.6 1.5 5.1
Durham Rai 4.7 1.0 3.7

Atlanta Georgia 4.3 0.3 4.0
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Stop the Steal Rally, January 6, 2025
ff the Capitol Insurrection that same day. Trump’s speech laid out a detailed plot
ction officials in black maijority cities and states with large Latina populations. He u
rd “fraud” to refer to the election 22 times, with frequent references to stealing and
heating. He urged his MAGA followers to descend on the Capitol to “fight like hell” to get
ongress to overturn Joe Biden’s victory.




The Capitol Insurrection was, 1n effect, a well-funded and well-
organized MAGA lynch mob bent on overthrowing the election,
installing Trump 1illegally as President, and executing VP Mike
Pence and Nancy Pelosi, Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, and other
“traitors” 1 Congress. The msurgents shared a common belief
that Donald Trump had been chosen by God to regenerate
American greatness by eliminating the enemuies of the people and
resurrecting the white Christian nation.



Charlie Kirk and the Great Replacement Theory
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The Biden administration’s immigration policy “...is about bringing in voters that they like and,
honestly, dimmishing and decreasing white demographics in America.”

Islam 1s the sword the left 1s using to shit the throat of America,” and a “spiritual battle 1s coming
to the West and the enemies are woke-ism or Marxism combining with Islamism to go after what
we call the American way of life...We must defend the Christian heritage and institutions that
gave birth to America. Christianity 1s the key, irreplaceable element. If we lose 1t, it’s not so much
that America will fall, 1t’s that America will become evil.”

“The American Democrat party hates this country. They wanna see 1t collapse. They love 1t when
America becomes less white.”

“The great replacement strategy, which 1s well under way every smgle day in our southern border,
1s a strategy to replace white rural America with something different.”


https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1965144047368241313




ICE detains five-year-old
Minnesota boy arriving home,
say school officials
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The fight against fascism is EVERYBODY's

FIGHT...fascism itself is a war on humanity. Anybody not in the
fascist movement is an enemy of the fascist regime. If you are not
a fascist, you are not safe. Eventually, as history shows, they will
come for you, too.
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